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Jesus is the Reason for
the Season
Jesus is the reason for the season
helps remind us that the Advent
season and Christmas are about
things that are much more important
than Christmas tree decorations, gifts,
wrapping paper, fancy turkey dinners,
Christmas plays, Christmas church
services, inspirational Christmas
music and desperate pleas by
charitable organizations for money.
Jesus is the reason for the season.
To understand the true meaning of
Christmas, we need to fast forward
beyond the manger scene to Easter.
And only from the vantage point of
Easter do we see the real reason for
the season. Christmas is ever bit as
much about grace as Good Friday
and Easter Sunday. The grace that is
integral in the Jesus story, starting
with Mary's conception, and
continuing throughout Jesus' life and
ministry.
This is a grace that
encompasses the entire Christian
religion, that encompasses the entire
world and that includes you.
One of the most important things to do
during Advent and Christmas seasons
is to understand the important role
that you play in the seasons and to
celebrate yourself.
Advent and
Christmas are about you.
The
seasons remind you that you are so
important that the Son was born in
human flesh for you. Christmas is
about how much God loves and
accepts gay, lesbian, bisexual,
pansexual, asexual, Trans and queer
people.

Life After the 2016 Toxic Election
The 2016 United States presidential campaign could be
described as ugly and toxic. The campaign contained too many
personal insults between candidates, too many insults of the
media and too many insults of groups of people. After the
election, many people felt devastated by the results. Members of
the LGBT community, are a little fearful about what Donald
Trump's administration might mean to the queer community.
We might be able to gain some insights into how to cope with an
uncertain future from how we celebrate Christmas. The church
celebrates Christmas at one of the darkest periods of the year.
Some people who live fairly far north in the Northern Hemisphere
can find the lack of light contributes to depression.
As we face a potentially dark season for the queer community, we
can do some of the things that we do at Christmas to survive, and
hopefully thrive, during a dark, potentially discouraging season.

•Spend time with family, either our family of origin or our family of

choice. Just as family helps us get through the dark of winter, our
families can help provide us with the strength to get through dark
political days that might face us.
•Reach out to people who you do not know and build
relationships with those people.
At Christmas, we befriend
people we have never seen before.
In a post presidential
election world, we can intentionally befriend people and add them
to our support network and to our political activism network.
•Build time into your life for social events and good food. Nothing
recharges my batteries quite like good food. Chocolate might not
cure setbacks, but it is a wonderful distraction.
•One of the challenges of Christmas is to pace ourselves shopping, parties and Christmas travel to see the extended family
can be just too much. When we face a need for a whirlwind of
political activism and lobbying, we need to pace ourselves.
•Avoid toxic and ugly people. I suspect that almost every family
has one or two people who show up at Christmas who are to be
avoided at almost all costs. When things are looking ugly on the
queer rights front, you can find ways to ensure that you are not
getting trapped in spirit numbing debates with homophobic or
transphobic people.
•Keep hope. At Christmas, we celebrate the hope that came in
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A Favorite Affirming
Text

the form of Christ child. In history of the LGBT community, we find
that persecution and tough times cause our people and straight
allies to come out and to immediately hit the streets as activists.

Ephesians 1:4 (KJV) According as he
hath chosen us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should
be holy and without blame before him
in love.
The book of Ephesians is known for
the beautiful way it presents the
Gospel. Ephesians speaks to LGBTQ
people.
Traditional Christian theology holds
that God is all knowing and that God
knows the end from the beginning.
From that perspective, God looked
down the millennia and
• Saw you as a gay, lesbian.
• Saw you as bisexual, pansexual,
asexual.
• Saw you as Trans.
• Saw you as Two-Spirit.
• Saw you as queer or questioning.
God planted the seeds of faith and
hope, not the seeds of fear, in the
hearts of sexual and gender minority
people. God chose you to be part of
God's queer tribe. And God chose to
make you holy and blameless.

But I Don't Want to be Blessed That Bad!
by Gary Simpson

Matthew 5:1-12. Seeing the crowds, he went up on the
mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him.
And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be
comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the
earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. Blessed are the
merciful, for they shall receive mercy. Blessed are the pure
in heart, for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they shall be called sons of God. Blessed are those who are
persecuted for righteousness 'sake, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven. Blessed are you when others revile you and
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely
on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great
in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were
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Movie Review: Seed
Money

before you.
Looking at the list, I am not sure that I want to be blessed bad
enough to meet the qualifications.
I am not sure about you, but
my bucket list does include:

Title: Seed Money (documentary)
Studio: Breaking Glass Pictures
Time: 71 minutes
Release date: scheduled to be released
again in January, 2017
Available: amazon.com and amazon.ca

•Feeling blue. The poor in spirit. No, I can skip that.
•Mourning. Absolutely not. I do not want to be blessed. I would not
trade loved ones for a blessing.
•Meek. That quality seems a bit overrated to me. Pass on that
blessing.
•Hunger for righteousness. Does that take more than one hour
Sunday? Hum . . . Let me think on that one.
•Merciful. You mean I need to be kind and compassionate to
people over whom I have power and authority. Really? Next.
•Peacemakers. Aren't they the one who get shot at from both
sides. Thanks, but no thanks.
•Persecuted and reviled. No way. Not going there.

Seed Money won four Official Selection
awards, 2015 InsideOut, Frameline39,
NewFest 2016 and OutFest Los Angeles.
You may wonder why we are reviewing a
documentary about the gay porn industry
on a Christian website.
Healthy
spirituality is not afraid to discuss
sexuality.
The documentary has no
intimate sex scenes, so anyone wanting
to watch the movie for porn scenes will
be quite disappointed. A case can be
made that the porn industry may have
played a pivotal role in the gay rights
movement. To understand the gay rights
movement and gay culture, people need
to have a sense of the role played by
porn in gay male culture.

The word that is translated as blessed in the King James Version
could mean, "the state of one who has become a partaker of God;
to experience the fullness of God." 1 Possibly the most important
sense of partaking in God and experiencing God is having the full
benefits of being declared holy and being made holy.
Jewish people during the time of Christ were an oppressed people.
Palestine was a conquered land, occupied by Roman soldiers. The
Messianic sect of Judaism, which believed Jesus was the Messiah,
was persecuted by both Romans and the more traditional branches
of Judaism. Those who identify as bisexual and as Trans have a
sense of what it feels like to be attacked by two sides. Being
persecuted by two different groups at the same time is quite
common for many people within the broadly diverse queer
community. Some gay and straight people do not understand
bisexuality. The bisexual experience is, at times questioned or
erased, by some members of both the straight and gay
communities. Sadly, gender identity is not understood well by
some cisgender people inside and outside of the queer community.
The result is that some transphobia and biphobia come from inside
the LGBTQ community. Our asexual companions in Christ seem to
be largely invisible, misunderstood, and, at times, persecuted.

Seed Money is a documentary about
Chuck Holmes.
Chuck Holmes, who
started Falcon Studios, might be
considered to be the gay equivalent of
Hugh Hefner. Chuck Holmes pioneered
the development of video pornography.
Through the documentary, one is able to
learn how Holmes influence extended
well beyond the porn industry.
The porn stars, during the first years of
Falcon Studios, were almost heroes of
the era, because when Falcon Studios
started being gay and out was difficult.
Seed Money provides rare historical
perspectives on an important, but rarely
discussed, part of gay history.
The
extras, which include interviews with key
people in the porn industry of the 1970s,
the 1980s and the 1990s are well worth
watching, because of the historical
insights they provide.

Bill Klein. "Greek Thoughts: Makarios." StudyLight. n.d., 03 Jan. 2017.
< https://m.studylight.org/language-studies/greek-thoughts/index.cgi?a=38>.
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New Year's Resolution
That Honors Creator
God.
The struggles of life tend to leave people
so battered and beaten that they forget
who they are. Sadly, when we forget that
we are children of the King, we tend to sell
ourselves short and we tend to discount
our abilities. Settling for second or third
best and believing are just little worms
does neither ourselves nor the Kingdom
any favors.
A valuable resolution is to treat ourselves
with respect and dignity, by starting to end
the negative and self-defeating thoughts
and, when needed, doing self-advocacy.
In 2017, I resolve that I am a person of worth and value. This
year I will treat myself with the respect a
person of worth deserves.

Sexual and gender minority people are an oppressed group. We do
not choose to be oppressed, rejected and the targets of
discrimination. But we are. And Jesus' words speak to those that
are downtrodden and demeaned by society.

•Feeling blue. Unfortunately, some social scientists believe the rate
of depression tends to be higher among sexual minority people.
Jesus says to God's depressed and discouraged queer tribe the
Kingdom of Heaven is yours. Declared holy and made holy are
those who feel depressed.
•Mourning. Some LGBT mourn over the sexual orientation that we
wanted to have, but do not have, and mourning over marriages that
failed and church families and friends we lost, because we were not
straight was an integral part of our coming out to ourselves and our
coming out to others. A few of us may mourn because the body
that we were born with is not the right body. Declared holy and
made holy are those who morn.
•Meek. Because, at times, we unknowingly bought into the
negative things we heard people say about gay, bisexual, lesbian,
Trans and asexual people we were easily imposed on and became
submissive to unreasonable societal and religious expectations and
demands. Declared holy and made holy are those who are meek.
•Hunger for righteousness. We may hunger for righteousness,
deeply hungering for the things of God and not being able to find a
safe church where we can be spiritually fed. Declared holy and
made holy are those who hunger after righteousness.
•Merciful. Many LGBTQ people are generous and merciful to a
fault, because we know what it is like to be deprived of mercy.
Declared holy and made holy are the merciful.
•Peacemakers. We may be trying to bring peace to our families
regarding sexual orientation or gender identification. Declared holy
and made holy are those who are peacemakers.
•Persecuted and reviled. To those who have been rejected by
churches due to their sexuality or gender identification, the words of
Jesus are important. Declared holy and made holy are those who
are persecuted and reviled.
Many people condemn, but God, the only one who can damn
people does not damn. The effect of Jesus' words ring down
through the centuries. Declared holy and made holy are you. The
Kingdom of God is yours today, tomorrow and forever.
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